84	GUJARATA AND ITS LITERATURE
In 1411 his grandson, Ahmed Shah, transferred the capital
to the town which he named Ahmedabad after himself.
I
About 1300 Gujarata was very prosperous. "Besides Cam-
bay, the most celebrated of the cities of Hind in population
and wealth/' records a foreign traveller, " there are 70000
towns and villages, all populous, and the people abound-
ing in wealth and luxuries/71 But during the following cen-
tury, Gujarata received neither respite nor mercy from the
invaders. Her shrines were desecrated; her wealth
was plundered; her women were violated or kidnapped.
Forcible conversion was the mildest alternative offered by
the invader to the children of the soil. People migrated
from place to place in vain search of security. Many castes,
like the Khadayatas, Nagaras, Jharolas and Modhas, now
settled in different parts of Gujarata, bear the names of
the towns of North Gujarata from which they migra-
ted at this time. Priests, poets, and sadhus sought re-
fuge in obscure villages, placing themselves beyond the
reach of the ruthless destroyer. All that the terrified
people could do was to lock up their women-folk indoors,
and to barricade their world behind the bulwarks of caste,
pancayata, and mahajana.
The Mussalman conquest brought about a revolu-
tionary change in India. After twelve centuries,
royal patronage was withdrawn from Sarhskrta. Learn-
ed assemblies, which maintained its traditions under royal
patronage, were dissolved for want of support. Many
panditas fled to sacred places like KaSi and took to the life
of a recluse; the race of poets disappeared. Devout
Brahmanas turned for support to their poverty-stricken
followers in small towns and villages, and assumed the obs-
cure role of family priests or puranikas. What was said
of the sixteenth century in France could be said of this
period. The men whose thoughts were worth preserving
did not know how to write, and the men who cultivated the
literary art did not think it needful that they should have
any thoughts to express,
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